THE   GREAT WAR
ic arrival of the III Corps.   I went in the Rolls Royce of
mmy Rothschild (extra A.D.C.).   It was a good long jour-
ey, and all went well till I arrived at a little railway crossing
lort of St. Omer, where I was told that die Germans were in
r around the town.   I found the inhabitants in a state border-
ig on panic.   The Germans were only a few miles off.   I
tayed that night in a convent or hospital, I forget which, but
had the engine running all night in case of trouble.   I sat
Lp with the old French Territorial Commandant most of the
tight, and he kept on saying: " Will the English be here in the
aorning?"   I hoped just as much as he did that they would
>e.   Much to my relief, the trains bringing the III Corps
tarted to arrive next morning.   The headquarters which I
elected for the corps at St. Omer subsequently became Sir
ohn French's Headquarters.
The corps then advanced to Hazebrouck. This advance
;vas not without interest as the Germans were still in the
leighbourhood of Strazeele, only a few miles away. They
retired, and we marched on to Bailleul, where we established
Dur Headquarters in the Town Hall. We had, by then, been
joined by the 6th Division, and the 4th and 6th Divisions
advanced astride the Bailleul-Lille road towards Lille. So
confident were we that we should go right forward to Lille
that we moved our H.Q. into Armentieres, but we were
forced to return to Bailleul next day. Our advance had met
with serious opposition, in which the Sherwood Foresters
had very serious fighting at Ennetieres. I recollect so well
Brigadier-General (the late General Sir Aylmer) Hunter
Weston, who was then commanding the nth Brigade, coming
to beg the Corps Commander to return to Bailleul, as we were
only a nuisance in Armentieres. He was right.
We spent that winter with our H.Q. at Bailleul. The 4th
Division H.Q. were at Nieppe, and the 6th at Bac St. Maur,
It was during that winter that Lord Roberts paid us a visit,
and I remember being told to explain to him the situation
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